The chromosomal effects of the oral contraceptive.
A general review of reports on the chromosomal effects of oral contraceptive has been undertaken, and it is quite apparent that there is a scarcity of literature on these very important investigations. Also, those that have been undertaken, cannot be properly assessed on account of, one supposes, subjects' background and lack of numbers, differences in techniques and, above all, the small number of metaphases analyzed. Apart from the report by Mills and colleagues [16], none of the reports mentioned exogenous agents to which the subjects might have been exposed, especially in cases where there has been an increased frequency of chromosomal aberrations. All these considerations must be taken into account for, as yet, the reports are too conflicting to 'indict' the oral contraceptive as having chromosome-breaking properties.